IN THE NAME OF JESUS, SAVIOR OF THE WORLD,
WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS AND VISITORS!!
May His Word strengthen your faith in Jesus Christ and your love for Him.
We celebrate Holy Communion on the second and fourth Sundays and the preceding
Thursdays. We practice close communion and invite guests to speak with the pastor before
coming to the Lord’s Table.
If you would like to know more about our congregation or Risen Savior Lutheran School,
please sign the Worship Register in your pew or use the contact information found below.
Also, you are invited to take a copy of the monthly calendar, available in the narthex — or ask
an usher for a copy.
Come join us for worship again soon!
The NURSERY is available for parents with small children who may be restless during the
service and is located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. Please use at your discretion.
Thank you for returning the toys to the tubs.

QUIET BAGS, filled with items and activities for children, are available on the rack near the
Nursery door.
A RESTROOM is located in the narthex just past the nursery (on your left when exiting the
sanctuary).

DECEMBER 31, 2017
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
The Christmas season celebrates the Incarnation of the Son of God. The eternal Word became flesh that he might be
the Christ, anointed to redeem God’s people. God had to become man to live under the law and die in our place.
Christ’s birth, then, is inextricably connected to his death: Good Friday necessitated Christmas. So great is the love of
God that even though our sin required such a sacrifice, the Light of the world still descended into our darkness.
Welcome to all who have joined us for worship today. We pray that this service will be a blessing to you.

PASTOR KEITH SIVERLY
ST MARK EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
502 West 7th Street
Mankato, MN 56001
www.stmarksmankato.com

RISEN SAVIOR LUTHERAN SCHOOL
502 West 7th Street
Mankato, MN 56001
www.risensaviorlutheranschool.com

Pastor Keith Siverly
388-2013 (Office), 507-382-7679 (Cell)
stmark@hickorytech.net

Principal Jason Rupnow
507-388-6624 (School), 507-341-4578 (Home)
principal@rslsmn.com

St. Mark Mission: To Know Jesus and Make Jesus Known
St. Mark Vision: A Welcoming Family of Believers, Sharing God’s Word.

Minister (M): In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

COMMON SERVICE
OPENING HYMN: Found in Christian Worship Hymnal (red hymnal)

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
Congregation (C): Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and
that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what
is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now
and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (╬)
and of the Holy Spirit.
STAND
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PRAYER AND PRAISE
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: The Lord be with you.

M: Let us pray.
Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself our
human nature. By his gracious coming deliver us from the corruption of our sin and
transform us into the likeness of his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

BE SEATED

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON
Isaiah 40:20-25
20
A person too poor to present such an offering selects wood that will not rot;
they look for a skilled worker to set up an idol that will not topple.
21
22

23
24

Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the
beginning? Have you not understood since the earth was founded?
He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its people are like
grasshoppers. He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads them out
like a tent to live in.
He brings princes to naught and reduces the rulers of this world to nothing.
No sooner are they planted, no sooner are they sown, no sooner do they take root
in the ground, than he blows on them and they wither, and a whirlwind sweeps
them away like chaff.

25 “To
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whom will you compare me? Or who is my equal?” says the Holy One.
4

PSALM OF THE DAY

Colossians 3:12-17

SECOND LESSON

The Congregation is asked to sing all parts of the Psalm—both the verses and refrain.

Psalm 111

12 Therefore,

as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and
forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord
forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in
perfect unity.
15 Let

the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were
called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly
as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and
songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you
do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him.
VERSE OF THE DAY
Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts. Alleluia. (Colossians 3:15a)

Great are the works of the LORD;*
they are pondered by all who delight in
them.
Glorious and majestic are his deeds,*
and his righteousness endures forever.

He provided redemption for his people;*
he ordained his covenant forever.
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of
wisdom;*
all who follow his precepts have good
understanding.

He has caused his wonders to be
remembered;*
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
the LORD is gracious and compassionate.
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
Refrain
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The works of his hands are faithful and
just;*
all his precepts are trustworthy.

STAND

(The congregation stands and speaks words of acclamation out of respect for the words of Christ, our King.)

Luke 2:25-40

GOSPEL LESSON
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Refrain
25 Now

Refrain Tune: J. Robert Carroll. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.
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there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout.
He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the
Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the
parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required,
28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying:
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29
30
31
32

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,
you may now dismiss your servant in peace.
For my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and the glory of your people Israel.”

33 The

child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 Then Simeon
blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling
and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the
thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”
36 There

was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She
was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and
then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped
night and day, fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave
thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the
redemption of Jerusalem.
39 When

Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they
returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became
strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him.
New International Version (NIV)Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978,
1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

BE SEATED
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Found in Christian Worship Hymnal (red hymnal)

After the sermon, the congregation sings:

BE SEATED

OFFERING
The members of St. Mark have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community and around the world, and our
offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a visitor this morning, you are welcome but not obligated to give an
offering.
STAND

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us
day after day.
C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us.
M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from
the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature.
C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and
everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.

SERMON
STAND
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M: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden
catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel
by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them.
C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are
distressed, and comfort all who are old and infirm.
M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our
government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good
citizenship and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security,
and well-being.
C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there
be peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty,
danger, or disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore.

THE SACRAMENT
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins
and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear witness to the
fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns.

M: The Lord be with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Silent prayer.

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to
hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our
ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory.
C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in
your sight. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, for in the wonder and mystery of his birth you have opened our eyes to the
glory of your grace and renewed in our hearts the fervor of your love. Therefore,
with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join
their glorious song:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

BE SEATED

11

12

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

BE SEATED

DISTRIBUTION

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS: Found in Christian Worship Hymnal (red hymnal)

STAND
15
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THANKSGIVING
SONG OF SIMEON

CLOSING HYMN: Found in Christian Worship Hymnal (red hymnal)

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son
to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon
and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule
our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (╬) give you peace.
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THANK YOU to organist, Marti Klindworth, for helping to enhance our worship service

today!
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