IN THE NAME OF JESUS, SAVIOR OF THE WORLD,
WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS AND VISITORS!!
May His Word strengthen your faith in Jesus Christ and your love for Him.
We celebrate Holy Communion on the second and fourth Sundays and the preceding
Thursdays. We practice close communion and invite guests to speak with the pastor before
coming to the Lord’s Table.
If you would like to know more about our congregation or Risen Savior Lutheran School,
please sign the Worship Register in your pew or use the contact information found below.
Also, you are invited to take a copy of the monthly calendar, available in the narthex — or ask
an usher for a copy.
Come join us for worship again soon!
The NURSERY is available for parents with small children who may be restless during the
service and is located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. Please use at your discretion.
Thank you for returning the toys to the tubs.

QUIET BAGS, filled with items and activities for children, are available on the rack near the
Nursery door.
A RESTROOM is located in the narthex just past the nursery (on your left when exiting the
sanctuary).

JANUARY 7, 2018
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
The Christmas season celebrates the Incarnation of the Son of God. The eternal Word became flesh that he might be
the Christ, anointed to redeem God’s people. God had to become man to live under the law and die in our place.
Christ’s birth, then, is inextricably connected to his death: Good Friday necessitated Christmas. So great is the love of
God that even though our sin required such a sacrifice, the Light of the world still descended into our darkness.
Welcome to all who have joined us for worship today. We pray that this service will be a blessing to you.

PASTOR KEITH SIVERLY
ST MARK EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
502 West 7th Street
Mankato, MN 56001
www.stmarksmankato.com

RISEN SAVIOR LUTHERAN SCHOOL
502 West 7th Street
Mankato, MN 56001
www.risensaviorlutheranschool.com

Pastor Keith Siverly
388-2013 (Office), 507-382-7679 (Cell)
stmark@hickorytech.net

Principal Jason Rupnow
507-388-6624 (School), 507-341-4578 (Home)
principal@rslsmn.com

St. Mark Mission: To Know Jesus and Make Jesus Known
St. Mark Vision: A Welcoming Family of Believers, Sharing God’s Word.

OPENING HYMN: Found in Christian Worship Hymnal (red hymnal)

CONFESSION
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking
him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and
selfish pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the
good I have failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O
Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.
M: Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God
made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of
Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

STAND

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (╬) and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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Genesis 15:1-6 (NIV)

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

God had made promises to Abram that sounded impossible, including the birth of a son to this senior
citizen and his infertile wife. At this point Abram and Sarai had no son. But Abram believed the Lord,
and the Lord credited his faith to him as righteousness. By faith in Jesus we have his righteousness credited
to us, and so we are also saved by faith.

After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be afraid, Abram. I
am your shield, your very great reward.” But Abram said, “Sovereign LORD, what can you
give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of
Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a servant in my
household will be my heir.” Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not
be your heir, but a son who is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” He took him
outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” Abram believed the LORD, and
he credited it to him as righteousness.
M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PRAYER (spoken together)
ALL: O Holy Spirit, by the power of the gospel you created faith in our hearts–faith in
Jesus as our only Savior and faith to live as his disciples. Never let us doubt that
you have the power to do what you have promised. Instead strengthen our faith
as we grow in your Word. And finally, lead us by faith to the eternal Promised
Land. Amen.
BE SEATED
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Romans 3:19-24 (NIV)

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON

PSALM OF THE DAY
The Congregation is asked to sing all parts of the Psalm—both the verses and refrain.

Psalm 27

Hear my voice when I call, O LORD;*
be merciful to me and answer me.

I am still confident of this:*
I will see the goodness of the LORD in the
land of the living.

Do not hide your face from me,*
do not turn your servant away in anger;
you have been my helper.

Wait for the LORD;*
be strong and take heart and wait for the
LORD.

Do not reject me or forsake me,*
O God my Savior.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

Refrain

as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Though my father and mother forsake me,*
the LORD will receive me.

Refrain

Refrain Tune: David Haas. © 1983 GIA Publica!ons, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by
permission.

Abraham believed in the God who calls things that are not as though they were, the God who has power
to do what he has promised. The righteousness that was credited to Abraham by faith is credited to us
who believe in God, who raised Jesus from the dead.

It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he
would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. For if
those who depend on the law are heirs, faith means nothing and the promise is
worthless, because the law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no
transgression. Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and
may be guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but
also to those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. As it is written: “I
have made you a father of many nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom
he believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls into being things that were
not. Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many
nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” Without
weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead—since he
was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s womb was also dead. Yet he did not
waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith
and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had
promised. This is why “it was credited to him as righteousness.” The words “it was
credited to him” were written not for him alone, but also for us, to whom God will credit
righteousness—for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. He
was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.
M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
STAND

Matthew 16:13-19 (NIV)

GOSPEL LESSON

As Peter followed Jesus, he became more and more convinced that Jesus is the Son of God and the
Christ, the Anointed One, the Messiah, who was to come into the world. Jesus told Peter that his faith
in the person and work of Jesus was revealed to him by God the Father. In this text Peter clearly
confesses his faith in who Jesus is and in the saving work Jesus came to do.

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say
Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” “But what about you?” he
asked. “Who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son
of the living God.” Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not
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revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you
are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not
overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven.”
New International Version (NIV)Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978,
1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

M: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ.

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719971

BE SEATED

HYMN: Found in Christian Worship Hymnal (red hymnal)

SERMON
TEXT: Hebrews 11:1-3,8-12
THEME: Faith Alone
I. Faith is certain of what we cannot see. (1-3)
II. Faith is sure of what we hope for. (8-12)
Hebrews 11:1-3,8-12 (NIV 84)
Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. This
is what the ancients were commended for. By faith we understand that the
universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of
what was visible. … By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later
receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where
he was going. By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a
foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him
of the same promise. For he was looking forward to the city with foundations,
whose architect and builder is God. By faith Abraham — even though he was past
age — and Sarah herself was barren — was enabled to become a father because he
considered him faithful who had made the promise. And so from this one man, and
he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as
countless as the sand on the seashore.
STAND
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
BE SEATED

OFFERING
The members of St. Mark have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community and around the world,
and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a visitor this morning, you are welcome but not
obligated to give an offering.
STAND

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Let us pray to the Lord for the Christian church on earth and for all people
everywhere.
M: For all who gather here today and for our entire congregation, that through the
gospel the Lord would give us growth in faith and increase our love:
C: We ask you to bless us, O Lord.

M: For the promises you have made to us and the trust you seek from us; for the faith
you have given your people to believe in the saving work of our Savior Jesus; and
for the Spirit’s power to be faithful in the ministry you have given us to do, knowing
that our labor in the Lord is not in vain:
C: We magnify your name, O Lord.
M: For the people of our country; for the Lord’s blessings on our work; for those
seeking employment; for good health; and for good weather:
C: We beg for your mercy, O Lord.
M: For all who are sick in body or mind; for the hungry and the homeless; for those
who are in prison; for those who are dying and those who are mourning:
C: We ask you to help them according to your will, O Lord.
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

M: All this we ask, O Father, through your Son, Jesus Christ, who has taught us to pray:
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
BE SEATED

M: For the spreading of the gospel throughout the world; for all pastors, missionaries,
and their families, that they may boldly proclaim Christ to the nations:
C: We ask you to hear us, O Lord.
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HYMN: Found in Christian Worship Hymnal (red hymnal)

PRAYER
M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from
above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and
edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and
confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
2 Thessalonians 2:16,17 (NIV)

BENEDICTION

M: “May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his
grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and
strengthen you in every good deed and word.” Amen.
BE SEATED

STAND
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CLOSING HYMN: Found in Christian Worship Supplement (blue hymnal)

THANK YOU to our organist, Mar! Klindworth, for helping to enhance our worship today!
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